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SELECTIVE LICENSING CONSULTATION

1. PURPOSE

1.1 To consult with Members as a formal part of the public consultation on proposals for Selective 
Licensing schemes.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Members are asked to provide a formal response to the consultation into the proposed 
Selective Licensing schemes.

3. LINKS TO THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY

3.1 Providing affordable, warm, safe and secure housing is the cornerstone of a strong society.

3.2 Whilst this work cuts across the entire Sustainable Community Strategy, it is most closely 
aligned to the priorities of ‘creating opportunities, tackling inequalities’ and ‘creating strong and 
supportive communities’.

 
4. BACKGROUND

         
4.1    The Housing Act 2004 has given councils the power to introduce Selective Licensing of 

privately rented properties to improve conditions for tenants and the local community in certain 
circumstances.

 4.2 In order to introduce Selective Licensing the council must demonstrate that an area has a high 
level of privately rented housing stock and that one or more of the following criteria are met: 

i. That the area is suffering from low housing demand
ii. That the area is experiencing a significant and persistent problem caused by anti-

social behaviour 
iii. That the area is suffering from poor property conditions
iv. That the area has high levels of migration
v. That the area has high levels of deprivation
vi. That the area has high levels of crime
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4.3 In considering whether to designate an area for Selective Licensing on the grounds set out 
above the local housing authority may only make a designation if the area has a high 
proportion of property in the private rented sector. Local Authorities are entitled to consider 
areas as ‘high’ if the proportion of private rented stock exceeds the national average. 
Nationally the private rented sector currently makes up 19% of the total housing stock in 
England. When considering whether areas are suitable for designation the Council has 
determined that in Peterborough, only those areas that meet at least five or more of the above 
conditions and have high proportions of privately rented housing will be considered.

4.4 The council has taken great care in deciding which areas would be included in the proposed 
Selective Licensing scheme, using independently produced data. The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) collects and analyses economic and demographic data across the country to 
assist local and central government decision making and policy creation. The ONS splits the 
whole of the UK into small areas called Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs), each with a 
population of approximately 1,500. These areas are independent of political boundaries (such 
as councillor wards or parliamentary constituencies) and can be used to assess differences 
across cities and other regions. 

4.5 The initial test is that Selective Licensing can only be introduced in areas where the Private 
Rented Sector (PRS) constitutes greater than 19% of the total housing stock by number of 
dwellings. All the individual LSOAs in the proposed areas exceed that, and the total for the 
selected areas represents just under 40% of Peterborough’s total PRS.

 
5. Key Issues

5.1 The specific areas that we are proposing to designate for Selective Licensing are located in the 
following wards: Central, North, East, Park, Fletton, Bretton North, Stanground Central, 
Walton, and Orton Longueville. The evidence supporting this selection is set out in the 
Selective Licensing Evidence Document contained within the appendices to this report.

5.2 Selective Licensing will give the Council the power to make landlords accountable for the 
management of their property and tenants. The proposed Scheme is contained within the 
appendices to this report. All landlords who rent a property in these areas would need to apply 
for a licence. Conditions will be attached to licences and the proposed Licence Conditions are 
contained within the appendices to this report.

5.3 In addition, we have identified a range of measures to support the general improvement of the 
proposed areas, and to assist landlords to deal with bad tenant behaviours. Details of this 
support is contained in the Support for Landlords document in the appendices to this report.

6. IMPLICATIONS

6.1 If Selective Licensing is introduced, it would mean that all private landlords with residential 
property in designated areas of the city would need to apply for a licence for each property let 
to tenants. The Scheme/s would run for 5 years and the licence is given for the entire period. 
In order to become a licence holder a landlord would have to meet certain standards. There 
will be a licence fee and the proposed Licence Fee Structure is contained within the 
appendices to this report. 
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7. CONSULTATION

7.1      A public consultation is being held over a period of twelve weeks which commenced on 22nd 
October 2015 and ends on 14th January 2016.  All interested parties are being invited to 
participate in the consultation with all the documents being available on the Council’s website. 
 Consultation is taking place by way of letter, email, public events across the proposed areas, 
and newspaper advertising. The documents are also available in Lithuanian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Slovak and Urdu.

8. NEXT STEPS

8.1 Comments and recommendations made by the Scrutiny Committee members will be 
considered as part of the public consultation process.

9. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

 Department of Communities and Local Government “Approval Steps for additional and 
selective licensing designations in England” - February 2010

 Part 3 of the Housing Act 2004
 Department of Communities and Local Government ‘Selective licensing in the private 

rented sector: A Guide for local authorities’ - March 2015
 Department for Communities and Local Government ‘ Dealing with Rogue Landlords: A 

Guide for Local Authorities’ – August 2012
 The Selective Licensing of Houses (Additional Conditions)(England) Order 2015  

10. APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Proposed Selective Licensing Scheme
Appendix 2: Support for Landlords
Appendix 3: A map showing the proposed designated areas
Appendix 4: A list of the streets that fall within the designated areas
Appendix 5: Selective Licensing Evidence Document
Appendix 6: Proposed Licence Conditions
Appendix 7: Proposed Fees and Charges
Appendix 8: Equality Impact Assessment
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